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March 2021 

NEIBA.info 

What’s new this Month! 

Meeting date is March 18th at Classic Café, Meeting 7;00 PM if permitted. Meet-

ing will be automatically canceled if Covid occupancy less than 100. Check web 

site.   

From the President’s Desk on Page 2 

Minutes from February meeting page 3 

A big thanks to Valorie Campbell, Willa and Corine Kline, page 3 

Honey of a recipe on page, 6 

 

Welcome new members  

George Rorick                 Monroeville 

Matthew & Bethany Schiffli        Ft. Wayne 

John Tino                             Ft. Wayne 

Beau Links                  Columbia City 

Heath Shenefield           Warren 

Douglas Runyon           VanWert,   OH 

 

 

I think it is –

Or it could be     

         NO 

It might be –  

Or else its       



2 
 

     

   NEIBA Officers 2020  

President: 

Chris LaSalle 

Fort Wayne 

260-615-3647 

clasalle@orthone.com 

 

Vice President: 

Mike Miller 

Fort Wayne 

260-467-0640 

 

Secretary: 

Valorie Campbell 

Fort Wayne 

260-585-4409 

Billvallcampbell@yahoo.com 

 

Treasurer: 

Dean Gerber 

Bluffton 

260-565-3773 

Djgerber@Adamswells.com 

 

Directors: 

John Greenlee 

Fort Wayne 

greenlee1630@gmail.com 

 

James Ringswald 

Fort Wayne 

260-466-4999 

Ringswald@aol.com 

 

Glenn Hile 

Fort Wayne 

260-485-5675 

hilreal@frontier.com 

 

Don McEvoy,    

Ft. Wayne  

dvmcsa@gmail.com 

 

Editor 

David McKinley 

Spencerville 

260-760-2720 

Mckinleydavid27@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the desk of the president  
 Dr. Chris LaSalle  

   

I was very happy to have had a meeting last month and hope we will 

continue.   This month’s meeting will be Beginner’s Night.  If there is 

someone that you know who wants to learn more about beekeeping, 

then this is the meeting to invite them.  We will also be having a silent 

auction for the donated extractors.  If you cannot be at the meeting you 

can always email your bid to me. 

It was wonderful to have a near 60 degree weekend at the end of Feb-

ruary.  Hope you were able to go out and check on your bees.  Unfortu-

nately, I have already lost 5 hives.  All had tons of honey left over and 

some were very strong going into winter.  It may be time to change my 

mite treatment in the fall.  I have been using vaporized oxalic acid for 

the past couple of years.   I did not get into the hives, but it was fun to 

see the bees flying. I did pull out the entrance reducer and clean out the 

dead bees at the front of the hive.  I then replaced the entrance re-

ducer, as we will still have some cold weather ahead and the mice are 

hungry.  

I had a couple of hive deeps that I had not cleaned out in the back of my 

truck when I pulled the dead hives.  I went out to a hunting property to 

look of deer sheds.  When I came back the truck was full of bees.  I did 

not know of any hives in that area but there is definitely one relatively 

close.   

Remember that we will have a meeting as long as Allen County remains 

in the Yellow or Blue.  COVID numbers are down so I am hopeful.  Masks 

will still be required.  See you at the meeting. 

Chris 

 

 

 

mailto:Billvallcampbell@yahoo.com
mailto:Djgerber@Adamswells.com
mailto:Ringswald@aol.com
mailto:hilreal@frontier.com
mailto:dvmcsa@gmail.com
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                                                               Items to be silent auctioned at 

Secretaries Report by Valorie Campbell    our March meeting 

            

            

         

 

A special vote of thanks to Willa and 

Corine Kline for donating bee keeping 

items to the   association to be sold, 

items both large and small, such as ex-

tractors.  These items will be silent 

auctioned off at the March meeting  .

 

The items you see 

here are clean and 

in good condition, 

ready to use.     Ex-

tractors are manu-

ally operated for 

easy speed adjust-

ments. 

Chris LaSalle opened the meeting with the pledge of alle-

giance and prayer.  Past newsletters are available on the 

NEIBA web page.  Beginner’s night will be during the March 

meeting.   We will continue to have meetings when Allen 

County is NOT in red. Field Day will be May 15th at Buskirks 

in Ossian, Indiana.  The state bee inspector is available 

through the DNR web site.  The Johnny Appleseed Festival is 

looking for a honey vender.  The Festival charges $75 for a 

table, $125 for tent or canopy.  Venders will be allowed to 

sell honey.  The State Bee Club is looking for volunteers to 

work the Indiana State Fair August 6th-22nd.   

Terri Fuller-O’Brian is looking for volunteers to work at the 

Home and Garden Show. She can be reached by text mes-

sage at 260-224-7652.  The space at the Show is donated to 

the club so no honey sales are permitted.  Entrance to the 

show for volunteers is free however, parking must still be 

paid. 

Beginner’s bee school will be held March 20th, the cost is 

$125.  The fee includes a one super hive and lunch.  The 

school is held at Classic Café.  At the time of February’s 

meeting 12 openings were available. (Bees are not in-

cluded.) 

The Intermediate Bee School will be held March 13th.  Start 

time at the Classic Café is 9am.  The cost is $50 and includes 

lunch.  Attendees should have at least 1 year beekeeper ex-

perience. 

Dean Gerber gave the financial report.  Checking=$725.00, 

saving=62226.49, with a total of $6952.09. 

Mike Miller presented tips on Spring Startup and how to 

handle Dead Outs. 
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Good hygiene is a key factor in beekeeping. In a beehive, the frames are one of the important items 

you should clean. Both experienced and beginner beekeepers need to know how to clean beehive 

frames. They can then reuse the frames in their beehives with little risk of spreading diseases and 

sure that they are controlling pests of honeybees. Some beehive frames are best destroyed by fire 

and other destruction methods. These are the frames that have contagious diseases of bee colonies 

such as foulbrood. 

It is especially important to clean bee frames when moving them between honeybee colo-

nies. Some colonies that appear healthy at first, may in fact harbor disease-causing organisms that 

can infect a weak colony. Do not put off cleaning beehive frames for any reason, especially if you 

plan to use them in another colony. It is great if you schedule and carry out beehive frame cleaning 

soon after harvesting honey. This gives your frames ample time to dry properly before the next use. 

You are also able to repair any damaged frames and replace those that cannot be reused; all this 

done in time before honey flow season. 

Beehive frames can be cleaned in any season of the year. It is however easier to clean frames 

in winter. It is good to carry out this activity in the mornings of winter when bees are not flying. The 

process of cleaning beehive frames can start at the apiary or at a selected location such as your 

backyard or garden shed. Cleaning often involves the use of heat and chemicals. This helps remove 

wax from the frames. It also kills pests, parasites and micro-organisms in their various life stages. 

Different types of materials have varying capabilities to withstand different cleaning agents. 

As a result, the material used to make the beehive frame determines the best method to clean it. Hot 

water and washing soda are common in use by beekeepers cleaning beehive frames. Be sure to 

wear protective clothing. These include eye and hand protection, boots and a waterproof apron. It is 

also advisable to wear old clothes when cleaning the frames so your best attires do not get dam-

aged. For the various solutions and chemicals you may use to clean beehive frames, be sure to read 

the instructions on manufacturers’ labels 

 

 * * * * * * * * * * 

 

NORTHEASTERN INDIANA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 

INTERMEDIATE BEEKEEPING SCHOOL 

SATURDAY MARCH 13, 2021, 9am to 3pm 

CLASSIC CAFÉ                4828 Hillegas Road           Fort Wayne, In 

COST   $50.00 

Includes detailed beekeeping information, lunch, door prizes and a chance to win a 

Nucleus colony.   This class is for beekeepers with one year minimum previous experience. 

Class is presented by experienced beekeepers. Registration deadline March 9. For infor-

mation or registration contact:  

                   Mike Miller         (260)467-0640         Beeman41747@gmail.com 

https://beekeepclub.com/getting-started-beekeeping/a-comprehensive-review-of-bee-diseases/
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NORTHEASTERN INDIANA BEEKEEPERS ASSN. 
 

Beekeeping School 
 

Saturday March 20, 2021, 8 AM to 4 PM 

 Classic Café 

4832 Hillegas Road 

Fort Wayne IN 46818 

 

COST $125.00 
 

Price includes: instruction, hive box, bottom board, 

inner lid, outer lid, frames, foundation hive tool, bee 

brush, beginner’s book, lunch, catalogs and one year 

membership to the Northeastern Indiana Beekeepers 

Association. 

 

Class is taught by experienced beekeepers. Assem-

bly/use of beekeeping equipment and how to keep 

honey bees is explained.   A claw hammer, tack ham-

mer and square are needed for the class.  Door 

Prizes/Raffle of bee equipment. 

 

Call 260-728-2613 to register.   Payment is due by Sat-

urday March 13.   Class size is limited.  MASKS ARE 

REQUIRED 
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If you have a special topic or subject you would like to know more about when it comes to 
honey bees, then tell anyone on page 2 (NEIBA Officers & Directors) so we may have some-
one come and give a presentation on the subject. 

 

Gluten-free Pumpkin honey spice cookies: 

2 cups Gluten-free flour blend Heat oven to 350 degrees F. 

1 Tbsp. pumpkin pie spice  Grease or line with parchment  

1 Tsp baking powder   paper three cookie sheets. In a 

1 tsp Baking soda   bowl, whisk together dry  

½ tsp guar gum powder   ingredients. With a mixer cream  

½ tsp salt     together honey and butter. Beat  

¾ cup honey    beat in pumpkin and egg (Mixture 

½ cup softened butter   will look curdled but will smooth 

1 cup pumpkin puree   out when dry ingredients are  

1 large egg    added). Mix in dry ingredients 

1 cup chopped pecans   until blended: mix in pecans  

2/3 cup dried cranberries and cranberries.  

  

Drop spoonfuls of dough onto prepared cookie sheets, leaving 1 inch between them. Bake 15 

minutes or until firm to the touch. Cool on pan 5 minutes; with spatula, transfer to wire rack and 

cool completely. Makes about three dozen cookies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Form: Northeast Indiana Beekeeper’s Association 

If you are renewing your membership and your information has not changed, just fill in your name.. 

 

 
 
 

.. 

 

 Name ____________________________ 

Address __________________________ 

City _____________________________ 

State_______ Zip+4 __________ _____ 

Phone____________________________ 

Email ____________________________ 

Newsletter Delivery Preference:  

__Email __Paper __Both 

 

 Please check one: 
__ I am renewing my membership 
__ I am a new member 
 
Dues are only $15 per year.  
 
Make all checks payable to NEIBA. 

  

Mail to: Dean Gerber, 2585 SW Church 
Rd. Bluffton, IN 46714 
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Please help support our 

Advertising companies! 
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