
 

 
Pesticides Wintering in Your Hives 

 
We are fortunate to have Michele Colopy as our October 
guest speaker.  Michele has been the Program Director of the 
Pollinator Stewardship Council since March 2013. Her father 
was a beekeeper in southeast Ohio. She keeps honeybees in 
the city, and has replaced her crabgrass front yard with 
pesticide-free pollinator flowers for her honey bees and 
native pollinators. 

Ms. Colopy holds a Master’s degree in Nonprofit 
Management/Arts Administration. Her nonprofit experience 
includes work in the performing arts, housing and 
homelessness, foreclosure prevention, community 
development, and health and wellness. She is currently the 
Treasurer of the Ohio State Beekeepers Association. 

The health of honey bees is impacted by the cumulative 
effects of pests, pathogens, pesticides, and poor forage. Learn 
the pesticide exposure routes for bees, the synergistic effects 
created, and how we can work to reduce pesticide exposures, 
and ensure healthier honey bees. 

Thursday, November 15 
6:30 pm 

Harvest Banquet with Guest 
Speaker,  

Scott Barnes – Commercial 
Beekeeper with 5000+ hives 

 

Northeastern 
Indiana 

Beekeepers 
Association 

October 2018 

Upcoming 
Thursday, October 18, 7pm 

Classic Café 
4832 Hillegas Rd 

 
** Remember that 

Hillegas/Hugenard has a section 
closed for bridge reconstruction 
over Hwy 30.  Classic Café is 
accessible from the south even 
though there is a barrier just as 

Hillegas goes over Hwy 69. You 
can drive around the barrier.  The 

road north of Classic Café is 
closed (see the map on page 2). 

 
 

Michele Colopy  
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Honey Extractor 
 

NEIBA owns a 3 frame manual extractor, 
capping bucket & knife for member use.  A 
small deposit is required.  When returned in 

good condition, your deposit is refunded.  To 
schedule a time to use it, contact Ted Braun 

(260) 625-3477. 
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Welcome New Members 
Susan Cyran, Waterloo 

Email: susancyran@yahoo.com 
 

Luke Schiffli,  Fort Wayne 
Email:  mattandbethschiffli@frontier.com 

   

Classic Café 
 

Catering and Event Center 
4832 Hillegas Road 

Fort Wayne, IN 46818 
Your place or ours 

Our facility has seating for up to 450 guests 
Where Quality & Price Matter, 

Call the Catering Company with Class! 
260-458-2982 

http://www.classiccafeinc.com 

Harvest Banquet 
Our annual Harvest Banquet will be held on 
Thursday, November 15 at 6:30 pm.  Classic Café 
will once again cater our dinner that will feature 
deluxe Caesar salad, citrus pepper wild caught 
salmon filet, fresh roast breast of turkey, whipped red 
russet potatoes, homemade turkey gravy, honey 
glazed and dilled whole baby carrots, assorted knot 
rolls, and a variety of pies.  The cost is $12 per 
person and reservations are required.  Call or email 
Dean Gerber (ph. 260-565-3773, email 
djgerber@adamswells.com) by Friday, November 9 
to make reservations. 
 
Scott Barnes, a commercial beekeeper from 
Michigan/Florida will be our guest speaker.  Scott 
runs 5000+ hives and produces 120+ drums of honey 
per year. 
 

Go around the barriers.  Classic Café is about ½ mi. on the right 
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September Meeting Minutes 
 
Chris LaSalle opened the meeting with prayer and the pledge to the flag.   
 
New Business  
 
We are in need of a volunteer to take over the newsletter.  Our current editor is stationed somewhere 
near Japan and is not able to do the work required for publishing the newsletter. 
 
The Fall Indiana State Beekeepers Conference is at Swan Lake with a cost of $30.00 for members, $40 
for nonmembers.   http://indianabeekeeper.com 
 
NEIBA had 14 volunteers work at the State Fair.  The state club is looking for a new Regional 
Director.   The November Fall Harvest Banquet information will be given at the October meeting.  
Heidi Downey is collecting data on the members that dropped from the club.  We currently have 
between 230 and 240 members.   
 
If you are using moth crystals to control wax moths in your empty honey supers be sure to use the type 
that the main ingredient is paradichlorobenzene NOT naphthalene.  A member suggested using Swiffer 
sheets to help control hive beetles.  Cut one sheet into approx. 3x2 inch rectangles and place on the top 
super at all four corners.  The bees will chase the beetles into these sheets and the beetles’ legs will 
become entangled in the fuzz on the Swiffer sheet.  
 
Dean gave the treasurers report- Checking $430.06, Savings $5751.91, giving a total of $6181.97. 
 
It was suggested that a question and answer session be allowed before presentations.  Following are the 
questions and answers from the September meeting: 
When should honey be extracted?  There is no single best time.  Honey should be capped. 
Best time to treat for mites?  Do a mite check, if there are more than 3 mites per 100 bees it is time to 
treat.  We were told by one of the speakers from last year, test-treat-test.  Check the website of 
scientific beekeeping to get more information on mite checks and how to test. 
 
Megan and Alex from Southwest Honey Company gave a presentation on the educational programs 
that are available.  Southwest Honey Company practices sustainable beekeeping and are advocates for 
pollinators. Grant money was used to research why the bees are struggling, a very hands on kids 
program was developed, and an adult education program was developed.  To date approximately 3000 
children have gone through the kids program learning about pollinator’s.  The program was developed 
to include all ages of children.  The adult programs include Bees and Brew (21+), Beeswax crafts, and 
live beehive tours. 
 
The October speaker Michele Colopy, friend of the beekeepers, will speak on pesticides overwintering 
in your hives.   She is very down to earth and will be talking to us in layman’s terms.  
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Sugar syrup ratios: which one to use 

Sugar syrup is usually made in two different ratios depending on the time of the 
year. Light syrup or spring syrup is 1 part sugar to 1 part water by either weight or 
volume. Heavy syrup or fall syrup is made from 2 parts sugar to one part water. 

The rationale behind these sugar syrup ratios is that light syrup is similar to nectar. 
The availability of nectar stimulates the production of brood in the spring, and 
light syrup tends to do the same thing. With a ready supply of nectar or light syrup, 
the workers will build comb and the queen will lay eggs. Some people advocate 
the use of 1 part sugar to 2 parts water to stimulate brood rearing, although this 
isn’t as common as it used to be. 

Fall syrup resembles honey and bees tend to store it for winter. It is used in the fall 
if the beekeeper feels there is not enough honey stored in the hive to make it 
through the winter. One gallon of heavy syrup (2:1) may increase colony reserves 
by about 7 pounds. 

Plain white sugar is best for bees 

It is important to use just plain white granulated sugar, not brown sugar, molasses, 
sorghum, or fruit juices as these all have impurities that can cause dysentery in 
bees. Confectioner’s sugar has corn starch in it, which is also not good. Some older 
recipes recommend the use of cream of tartar (tartaric acid) to keep fall syrup from 
crystallizing, but this practice has been largely abandoned because it, too, may be 
bad for bees. Bee dysentery is not a disease caused by a pathogen but a condition 
caused by poor quality food. It appears as spots of feces around the hive entrance, 
or inside the hive, and is easily confused with Nosema, which is caused by a 
pathogen. 

The source of the plain white sugar doesn’t really matter. Refined table sugar 
(sucrose) is a disaccharide derived from glucose and fructose, and has the 
molecular formula C12H22O11. It is the same whether it came from cane or beets. 

In the spring, discontinue syrup when the hive is strong and the nectar is flowing, 
when the bees lose interest in syrup, or when you install a honey super. In the fall 
when the weather gets cold enough, the bees will simply stop taking the syrup. 
When that happens, remove the remaining syrup to prevent fermentation or 
moisture build-up in the hive. 

This article provided by and with permission from: 

Rusty Burlew  

Honey Bee Suite 

President:  Chris LaSalle 
Ft. Wayne, IN  46845 
260-615-3647 
clasalle@orthone.com 
  
Vice President: Doug Cheek 
Auburn, IN  46706   
(260) 413-6337 
eyeslookingdown2000@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: Valorie Campbell 
Fort Wayne, IN  46825 
(260) 585-4409 
billvalcampbell@yahoo.com 
 
 
Treasurer: Dean Gerber,  
Bluffton, IN  46714  
(260) 565-3773    
djgerber@adamswells.com 
  
Directors: 
 
Mike Miller, Fort Wayne 
(260) 493-0481 or  
cell:  (260) 467-0640 
beeman41747@gmail.com  
  
James Ringswald, Fort Wayne  
(260) 466-4999 
ringswald@aol.com 
  
Glenn Hile, Fort Wayne  
(260) 485-5675 
hilreal@frontier.com 
  
Dave Myers, Fort Wayne  
(260) 750-3673 
dmyers@utilitymc.com  
 

Officers 
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Beekeeping Supplies 
Buskirk Engineering Inc. 

James I Wheeler IV 
7224 E 900 N 

Ossian, IN 46777 
260-223-7354 

Call for an appointment or stop in at any of these 
times. 

Store hours: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM (M through F) 
8:00 AM – Noon (Saturday) 

Directions to location: St Rd 1 to 900 N 
head East 4.25 miles on south side of the road 

 
Phil Juengel 

 
Phil is cutting back on the number of hives 

he keeps and is selling used deeps for: 
$10 per Deep Hive Body 

If interested, contact Phil at 260-547-4260. 
 
 
 

NOW STOCKING BEEKEEPING 
SUPPLIES 

PATERSON DO-IT BEST 
880 S.R. 930 EAST 

NEW HAVEN, IN, 46774 
260-493-2111. 

 



 

 

  

Northeastern Indiana Beekeepers 
Association 
Dean Gerber, Treasurer 
1127 S 700 W - 1 
Bluffton, IN 46714 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
NORTHEAST INDIANA BEEKEEPER’S ASSOCIATION 

 
(IF YOU ARE RENEWING YOUR MEMBERSHIP AND YOUR 

INFORMATION HAS NOT CHANGED, JUST FILL 
IN YOUR NAME) 

 
Name_________________________________ 
Address________________________________ 
City____________________ State_______ Zip ________ 
Phone_____________________________  
Email ___________________ 
Dues are only $15 per year 
Please check one:  
I am renewing my membership ________ 
I am a new member ________ 
Delivery Preference: Email ________ Paper Copy ______ 
Both ________ 
Make all checks payable to NEIBA, send to: 
Dean Gerber, 1127 S 700 W- 1, Bluffton, IN 46714 


