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CONTROLLING MITES 
JUNE 20 

CLASSIC CAFÉ 

Q&A PANEL 
SEPTEMBER 19 
CLASSIC CAFÉ 

BEES & FRUIT TREES  
APRIL 18  

CLASSIC CAFÉ

FIELD DAY  
MAY 18  

BUSKIRK ENG. 

Story by James G. Mast. 
Photo by New Brunswick 
Beekeepers Association.

NEIBA NEWS

Have you been stung by a queen? 
Early in our beekeeping education, we learned that queen bees only sting other 
queens. They do this to become the only queen in the hive, the mother of all the bees.  

Many beekeepers regularly mark queens without being stung. The literature does 
mention that the pheromone from a queen being marked should be removed from 
the hands before marking another queen. Failure to do so may result in being stung 
by the next queen.  

Two years ago, I decided to mark two virgin queens. Much to my surprise, both 
immediately bent their abdomens and stung me. The sting was not nearly as painful 
as that of a worker. Of course, the queens’ stingers did not come out since a queen’s 
stinger has only rudimentary barbs.  

This year I plan to repeat this experiment. Have you ever been stung by a queen? 
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NEIBA Officers 2019 
President:  
Chris LaSalle 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 615-3647 
clasalle@orthone.com 

Vice President:  
Doug Cheek  
Auburn 
(260) 413-6337 
eyeslookingdown2000 
@gmail.com 

Secretary:  
Valorie Campbell  
Fort Wayne 
(260) 585-4409 
billvalcampbell@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:  
Dean Gerber 
Bluffton 
(260) 565-3773 
djgerber@adamswells.com 

Directors: 
Mike Miller 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 467-0640 
beeman41747@gmail.com 

James Ringswald 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 466-4999 
ringswald@aol.com 

Glenn Hile 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 485-5675 
hilreal@frontier.com 

Dave Myers 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 750-3673 
dmyers@utilitymc.com

I think spring is almost here.  

On March 23, I received two 
emails for first pollen. One was 
from John Paff and the other 
from Byron Funnell.  

I had the pleasure of going 
through some of the hives 
yesterday with temperatures 
around 50. I was amazed at the 
amount of moisture in the hives. I was able to get the dead bees off the 
bottom board and start the “spring cleaning.” Again I was surprised at 
the amount of moisture that has collected in the empty comb in the 
bottom boxes. It looked like I had left frames out in the rain. I literally 
shook the water out of the frames. I was pleased to see that there was 
quite a bit of honey remaining.  

I still have half of the hives to go through. So far all of my hives are 
alive! One hive has a queen that seemed awfully small. I tried to mark 
her and she flew off. Not good!  I did see her later on top of the hive so 
I hope she made it back. She did not look like the queen that had been 
in the hive last fall. The old queen had a white mark from a package I 
bought in 2016. I think she was reared late in the fall and I hope she 
got mated. I will let you know how this turns out.  

So far things are going well as far as credit card payments at our 
meetings. As a reminder, there is a $1 dollar charge for each credit 
card transaction. We are still in the process of working out the bugs for 
online payments through our website. Thank you for your patience.   

I was surprised to hear that so many suppliers still have packages to 
sell. By the time this is printed I am sure they will be all snapped up.  

The swarm list is being maintained by Rick Stevens. His mobile 
number is 260-610-1040. I am sure they will be swarming soon. This 
is a great way to get “free bees.” Make sure he has your name, number 
and location to get on the swarm list.  

Reminder: at the April meeting we will be having a trunk sale. This 
will occur one hour before the meeting.  If you have bee equipment 
that you want to get rid of or need stuff to expand your apiary, then be 
in the Classic Café parking lot at 6 p.m.  

Please also remember that the bridge over I-69 will be closed to the 
south of Classic Café. We will only be able to approach from the north.  

Hope your hives have survived winter. 

Chris LaSalle 

President’s Minute

mailto:dmyers@utilitymc.com
mailto:dmyers@utilitymc.com
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Chris LaSalle opened the meeting with prayer and 
the pledge of allegiance.  

The Educational Hive, which was purchased with 
some of the Jim Gaas memorial donation, was 
presented to the club and is available for any 
educational purpose. There is currently a need for a 
place to store the hive. The hive is the same size as a 
beginner hive with 10 frames of bee life images. 

2019 Honey Bee Queen Sophie Canon was 
introduced. She has been a beekeeper for five years. 
She was in the area to help teach about bees. She has 
a goal to visit all 32 bee clubs in Indiana. She also 
offered to speak at events for furthering bee 
education.   

March 23 is the date for the Beginners Bee School. 
Fee of $125 includes beginner hive (no bees) and 
lunch. Thanks to Duane Rekeweg and all the others 
that will be helping. 

March 30 is the date for the Intermediate Bee Class. 
Cost is $50 which includes lunch and raffle ticket. 
(Raffle may include a nuc.) Thanks to Mike Miller 
for running this class. 

Ted Braun and Rick Stevens are in charge of the 
swarm list. Ted received over 100 calls for swarms in 
2017 but only 12 calls for last year. They are 
accepting names for the swarm list and cut out list. 
Thank you, Ted and Rick. 

Harry Jones is accepting both mentor and mentee 
names. He is responsible for matching mentees with 
a mentor and is currently updating the list. If you are 
retiring from being a mentor please let him know 
and likewise if you need a mentor also let him know. 
Red lanyards are for the mentors, black lanyards are 
for members who are not mentors. Thanks Harry. 

The club is in the process of setting up online 
payments for dues, schools, and the fall banquet. 
Hopefully this will be available sometime in March. 
There will be a $1.00 fee for its use. Thank you, Matt 
Kolter for working on this. 

We will again, this year be recording any first pollen 
reports. 

Dean Gerber gave the treasurers report; Checking-
$332.74, Savings-$5452.39, Total of $5785.13 

Glenn Hile suggested reliable online sources of 
information. He recommended The Purdue Bee 
Hive, BEE-L, Honey Bee Suite, and Scientific 
Beekeeping. Be cautious about info found on 
YouTube, Facebook, Beesource, Beemaster.  
Look for information that pertains to our area. 

Maraiah Russell described our Facebook page. There 
is an events tab. If you click on an event you will 
receive a reminder. Click “post” to share 
information. Selling is not allowed on the NEIBA 
Facebook page.   

Maraiah also talked about the 2019 Home and 
Garden Show. She is still looking for volunteers. Sign 
up on our Facebook page. 

Mike Miller explained about dead outs and how to 
help prevent them. If you don’t see bees flying 
during 40 degree days, check on them. If your bees 
are dead, clean out the frames and the hive. If the 
bees have starved, they will have their heads buried 
in the comb. Drawn combs are a valuable asset to 

February Meeting Minutes

Mike Miller explained how to make and use candy boards for late 
winter feeding. The bee candy recipe is on the NEIBA website.
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help start a new hive. If honey is still in the frames, 
save them for the other hives or to start a new 
package. Don’t save frames with pollen or mold. If 
you are not treating for mites, expect to lose your 
hives. 

Late winter and early spring are the hardest times 
for the bees, as there is no pollen or nectar 
available to them. There is great demand for food 
at this time of year.  

Check the weight of your hives and feed them. Lift 
up the back and if it feels light then add food. You 
can feed the bees fondant or bee candy at this time 
of year. During cold weather, the food needs to be 

directly under the inner cover and resting on the 
frames. An empty super or spacer can be used to 
raise the inner cover high enough to place a sugar 
block in the hive. Feeding now could mean the 
difference between buying and not buying a bee 
package. A shallow box lid lined with visqueen 
makes a good sugar block form. The bee candy 
recipe is on the NEIBA web page. Don’t feed sugar 
syrup until temperatures are consistently above 50 
degrees.  

One bee club member suggested setting out soy 
flour from a health food store as a pollen 
substitute. 

OVERDUE BOOKS FROM OUR LIBRARY.  
Over the years we had several books go missing, so we are going to start implementing late fees to cover 
losses. Fines will be $5 if material isn't brought back by the next meeting, and $20 if late two meetings. If 
materials aren’t brought back by third meeting, you must buy the material in full.  If you have questions, 
contact Stephanie Fenstermaker at 260-579-2565

Bee Schools a Success 
NEIBA’s 2019 Beginner Bee School was held at 
Classic Café on Saturday, March 23. The all-day 
class covered beekeeping basics and the proper 
use of beekeeping equipment. Each participant 
built frames and a starter hive to take home.  

Our Intermediate Bee School on March 30 had  
13 attending. Walt and Dan Schroeder helped 
instruct. The nuc winner was Matt Kolter. 
Attendees said they found the school very helpful 
and informative.
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March Meeting Minutes
Chris LaSalle opened 
the meeting with prayer 
and the pledge of the 
allegiance.  

New Business: A 
representative is still 
needed for the state bee 
association.  

Road work is beginning 
on the bridge south of 
the Classic Café and the 
road will be closed until 
October.   

If you have bee 
packages and/or nucs 
for sale, let Tracy 
Richardville know. 

Dean Gerber gave the Treasurer's Report. Checking 
has $866.51 and the savings has $5452.47 giving a 
total of $6318.98. Dean reported that PayPal is now 
available for transactions at the meetings. Online 
payment via PayPal is still being worked on.  

New members that didn’t get a Purdue book should 
let Dean know.         

Old Business: Rick Stevens keeps the swarm list if 
you want to try to get a swarm this year. 

Beginner school will be March 23. Intermediate 
school is March 30.  

April 18 is the beekeepers’ trunk sale which will be 
held before the meeting from 6pm to 7pm in the 
Classic Café parking lot. 

Several tables were set up with demonstrations:  
• Flow hive with Harry Jones.  
• Honey extraction Equipment with Harry Jones, Jr. 
• Self-made bee equipment including mouse guard, 

different syrup feeders, sugar block, vaporizer, and 
swarm catcher with Doug Cheek.  

• The Jim Gass Educational Hive was displayed.  

Luke Schiffli will be storing the Educational Hive. 
Anyone that would like to use the hive for training or 
presentation purposes can contact Luke at (260) 
637-4615. 

Chris LaSalle gave a presentation on Beginner 
Beekeeping. He covered several topics including the 
three types of bees in a hive, bee development, bee 
life history, bee stings, bee sting treatment, bee 
protective clothing, hive tools, reason for smoking the 
hive, how to use a smoker, Langstroth hive 
components, frames and foundations, types of 
feeders, hive location, where to get bees, steps for 
extraction of honey, types of extractors, and mite 
testing.  

Chris also demonstrated the powdered sugar shake 
mite test. 

Chris LaSalle describes the benefits of a ventilated bee 
suit during his presentation on “Beginner Beekeeping.”  
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YOUR PLACE OR OURS, 
WHEN QUALITY & PRICE MATTER, 

CALL THE CATERING COMPANY WITH CLASS! 

SEATING FOR UP TO 450 GUESTS 
260-458-2982  WWW.CLASSICCAFEINC.COM 

Used Deeps for $10 
Phil Juengel is selling used deeps for  

$10 per Deep Hive Body. 

Miscellaneous bee items also for sale. 
 If interested, contact Phil at 

260-547-4260.

NOW STOCKING BEEKEEPING 
SUPPLIES 

PATERSON DO-IT BEST 
880 S.R. 930 EAST 

NEW HAVEN IN 46774 
260-493-2111 

Apis Enterprises 
Bees • Equipment • Bottles • Labels • 

Honey Processing 

Now accepting package bee  
pre-orders for spring. 

Contact Chet for all your bottle 
and custom label needs.  

(260) 668-0950 

www.apisenterprises.biz

 

15402 Doty Rd, New Haven, IN 46774 
(260) 657-5461   www.mcfeeds.com 

We are located only 5 min from I-469 & Maysville Rd. 

Hives & Maintenance, 
Protective Apparel & Honey  

Production 

Follow Us On           #mcfeeds 

Beekeeping  
Supplies in Stock!  

We Rent Honey  
Extractors

http://www.classiccafeinc.com
http://www.classiccafeinc.com
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Todd Andersen, Ft. Wayne 
James M. Aust, Ft. Wayne 
Cassandra Braman, Ft. Wayne 
Jessica Brewer, Elkhart              
Scott Cocks, Ft. Wayne 
Cindy Comment, Hoagland               
Riley Confer, Ossian                
Shawn Davis, Ft. Wayne            
Richard DeLawter, Rochester  
Daphne Derbyshire, Angola               
Andrew Getts, Garrett             
Kelly Getts, Corunna        
John Greenlee, Ft. Wayne  
Charles Edward Hagerman II, Waterloo 
Christy Hankey, Ft. Wayne 
Don Harvey, Auburn         
Scott Hinderman, Ft. Wayne 
Renee Holley, Roanoke 
April Holliday, Ft. Wayne  
Greg Ianucilli, Ft. Wayne   
Gerald Kaney, Ft. Wayne 
Ashley Kiefer, Akron 
Jerry & Kim Landis, St. Joe         
Aaron Lenwell, Bluffton 
Nicholas Lesch, Ft. Wayne          

Rob & Leslie Moser, VanWert, OH  
Daniel B. Olson, Tippecanoe            
Robert Rogers, New Haven         
Phillip Russell, Ft. Wayne             
Jeff Rysenga, Fremont 
Amy Sadler, Columbia City 
Ron & Jean Schug, Andrews 
Colleen Schoch, Ft. Wayne 
Mark & Tess Stachofsky, Ft. Wayne        
Becky Steele, N. Manchester  
Lori Stock, Ft. Wayne          
Chris & Ashley Strack, Kendallville 
Chris Streit, Angola  
Lilly Bell Stroud, Ft. Wayne         
Chris and Angela Sweet,  Corunna  
Andy Swihart, Ft. Wayne 
Steve Thomas, Huntington 
Bruce Timm, Edwardsburg, MI 
Felix Torres, Huntertown 
David & Kathryn Trinklein, Ft. Wayne       
Chad & Christine Trouten, Ft. Wayne 
David A. Tun, Ft. Wayne  
David T. & Denise Tun, Warren  
Kyle Unger, Churubusco 
Terry Wagner, Huntertown 

Welcome Our New Members!

Membership Form: Northeast Indiana Beekeeper’s Association

Name ____________________________ 
Address __________________________ 
City _____________________________ 
State_______ Zip+4 __________ _____ 

Phone____________________________ 
Email ____________________________ 

Newsletter Delivery Preference:  
__Email __Paper __Both  

Dues are only $15 per year. 

Please check one: 
__ I am renewing my membership 
__ I am a new member 

Make all checks payable to NEIBA. 
  
Mail to: Dean Gerber, 1127 S 700 W-1, 
Bluffton, IN 46714

Attention! Final Notice! Warning! If your 2019 dues are not received by May 1, 
you will be dropped from membership. This will be your last and final newsletter!
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Dean Gerber, Treasurer 
1127 S 700 W-1 

Renew your membership now! See page 7.

*May Field Day is free to all who want to attend, but reservations are required for 
lunch (or bring your own sack lunch). Menu, price and deadline for reservations will 
be announced at April meeting and will be included in the May newsletter.

Thursday, April 18 - 7 p.m.  
Bees and Fruit Trees, Rick Meyer  
(Bee Equipment Garage Sale in the parking lot) 

Saturday, May 18 - Field Day  
Kathleen Prough will speak on bee plants. 
8:45 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Buskirk Engineering, Ossian  
Reservations required for optional lunch* 

Thursday, June 20 - 7 p.m.  
How to Control Mites, Becky Masterson, 
University of Minnesota 

Thursday, September 19 - 7 p.m.  
Panel Night - Question and Answer Session 

Thursday, October 17 - 7 p.m.   
Topic TBD, Dave Shenefield, 
Largest Indiana Beekeeper 

Thursday, November 21 - 6:30 p.m.  
Harvest Banquet with guest speaker 
Kim Flottum, editor of Bee Culture.  
Reservations required. 

Upcoming Events 
All meetings, except Field Day in May, will be held at the Classic Café 


