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CONTROLLING MITES 
JUNE 20 

Q&A PANEL 
SEPTEMBER 19 

COMMERCIAL KEEPER  
OCTOBER 17 

Photo by Anah Branham.

NEIBA NEWS

We had a perfect and beautiful day for our Field Day in Ossian! The entire day was 
filled with great talks, interaction with honey bees, and so much learning.	

Thanks to James Wheeler and Byron Funnell who hosted the Field Day at Buskirk 
Engineering. Thanks also to Duane and Tony Rekeweg who brought bees in to work 
with, and to James Ringswald who coordinated the whole day.  

We’re grateful to Kathleen Prough, Indiana State Bee Inspector, and Doug Cheek 
who gave insightful talks. Thanks also to Phil Juengel and Frank Fuelling who were 
the Smoker Contest judges. Thanks to the Classic Café who catered the best lunch 
ever and to all our amazing volunteers who helped set up and tear down everything. 
What a day it was!	

FIELD DAY A SUCCESS!  
THANKS TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS

H.A.S. CONFERENCE  
JULY 8-10 
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NEIBA Officers 2019 
President:  
Chris LaSalle 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 615-3647 
clasalle@orthone.com 

Vice President:  
Doug Cheek  
Auburn 
(260) 413-6337 
eyeslookingdown2000 
@gmail.com 

Secretary:  
Valorie Campbell  
Fort Wayne 
(260) 585-4409 
billvalcampbell@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:  
Dean Gerber 
Bluffton 
(260) 565-3773 
djgerber@adamswells.com 

Directors: 
Mike Miller 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 467-0640 
beeman41747@gmail.com 

James Ringswald 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 466-4999 
ringswald@aol.com 

Glenn Hile 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 485-5675 
hilreal@frontier.com 

Dave Myers 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 750-3673 
dmyers@utilitymc.com 

Newsletter Editor:  
John Paff 
Huntington 
(260) 414-5000 
john@tuliptreehoney.com

Well, we had some awesome 
weather for Field Day. I want to 
thank all who participated to 
make it a tremendous success. 
The smoker contest was a blast 
even though I failed miserably. A 
special thanks to James Wheeler 
for hosting, James Ringswald for 
putting everything together and 
Tony and Duane Rekeweg for the 
hives. I was lucky enough to watch a virgin queen emerge. 

Well, as I write this we are in the middle of swarm season. I have 
captured two so far in my own yard this week. One of the swarms 
was so large (at least 10 pounds of bees) I had to put them in a hive 
body. No prayer of getting them in a nuc box.  I found the queens in 
both swarms and they looked very small (like virgins) without a 
mark. Will have to wait and see over the next week if there are eggs 
and larvae. 

I saw many swarm cells in May and started several nuc boxes in the 
hopes of raising queens. One hive had a perfect swarm cell. I called 
my wife and asked her to bring me a nuc box. I found the queen and 
hung the frame with the cell outside the box with some 2 other 
frames. It was a terrible day with significant wind and temperatures 
in the 50’s. I don’t usually get much choice on what day I work with 
the girls. Well, I checked the nuc box a couple of days later and there 
was a queen in it with a red mark. That little girl climbed out the 
hive and onto the frames outside of the hive. Needless to say she 
made very short work of that swarm cell. I put the frames in a deep 
super and moved the hive to a new location. I did check the original 
hive and found a small queen residing there (no eggs or larvae yet).  

I have done a sugar shake for mites in several hives and have been 
happy to find that my counts have been very low. I will be checking 
them later this season to see if treatment is necessary. I am looking 
forward to hearing Becky Masterman and her recommendations for 
treating our bees. I hope all of your hives are doing well and thank 
all the club members for the incredible turnouts to the meetings. 
Again, we will be having a Trunk Sale in the parking lot prior to the 
meeting. Bring any items you would like to sell.  

God Bless and see you at the meeting. 

Chris 

President’s Minute

mailto:dmyers@utilitymc.com
mailto:dmyers@utilitymc.com
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President Chris LaSalle opened the meeting with 
prayer.  

Old Business: We are still in need for a 
representative from NEIBA to communicate with 
the state bee club in regards to the Indiana State Fair 
booth. We are also in need of representatives 
wanting to work the booth at the Indiana State Fair. 
The State Bee Club is again offering the Young 
Beekeepers award. First place is $1,000. Second 
place is $250 and $300 in equipment. Open to ages 
11-18. 

Nucs will be available from Tony Rekeweg, Chris 
LaSalle, and Doug Cheek. 

Field Day 2019: There were several learning 
activities that took place and a beautiful day to go 
with them. Thanks to all that performed the 
demonstrations, and to our two esteemed smoker 
judges. 

Doug Cheek gave a presentation on equipment for 
catching swarms. Thank you Doug! 

Kathleen Prough was our guest speaker. Kathleen is 
the Indiana Bee Inspector and has spoken to us 
before on controlling hive diseases and pest. She can 
be reached at 317-232-4123, 317-504-6406, and at 
Kprough@dnr.in.gov. 

Kathleen spoke to us this year on “Plants for Honey 
Bees.” If you desire native plants you may need to go 
online and order the plants or their seeds. The bees 
need plants for both nectar and pollen. If a plant 
smells good to you then it will also smell good to the 
bees. Choose flowers that don’t stink. Some plants 
give off their fragrance in the evening, these plants 
are trying to draw moths not bees to them for 
pollination.  

Kathleen also touched on the following subjects 
during her presentation: Flowers that provide nectar 
and pollen, the colors that bees see when looking at 
flowers, determining a garden area, best location for 
trees and bushes, the demise of fence rows, and what 
plants to buy.  

Thanks to Kathleen for an informative presentation 
and for the many handouts she made available. 

Welcome New Member: Linda McArdle, 
Spencerville.  

Membership List Available: In years past, we’ve 
usually would send out the N.E.I.B.A. membership 
list/roster to all members, by mail.	This list is longer 
than can be mailed, so it’s been decided to just make 
it available at the June meeting, to anyone who 
wants it. Dean Gerber will have copies of the 
N.E.I.B.A. membership roster/list available at the 
June meeting.	You also may request a copy of it by 
email. Contact Dean at: djgerber@adamswells.com. 

FIELD DAY NOTES

mailto:Kprough@dnr.in.gov
mailto:djgerber@adamswells.com
mailto:Kprough@dnr.in.gov
mailto:djgerber@adamswells.com
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Sunday June 16, 2019 10am-5pm 

Location: Zoo Education Center at Franke Park Drive  
(the old Diehm Museum across from the  
Fort Wayne Children's Zoo main entrance)  

This plant sale is being held to celebrate pollinators and  
spread the word about what you can do to protect them!   

One of the best ways to help bees, butterflies, and birds is to 
plant food for them. These native plants require less watering 
and care, don't require pesticide treatments, come back year 
after year, and provide food and shelter for pollinators.   

Plus, all of the proceeds from this sale will go to a local 
organization that supports pollinator habitat. 

Blooms for Bees Native Plant Sale 
HOSTED BY LITTLE TURTLE CHAPTER AAZK 

Thursday, June 20 - 7 p.m.  
Trunk Sale in parking lot at 6 p.m. 

Mighty Mites vs. Mightier Beekeepers:  
Updates from the Mite Fighting Front   

Becky Masterman has led the UMN Bee Squad 
program since 2013. She graduated from the UMN 
Twin Cities first with a BA (major in history, minor 
in biology) and then obtained a Ph.D. in Entomology 
under the direction of Dr. Marla Spivak studying 
honey bee hygienic behavior and neurobiology.  
Becky is an Assistant Extension Professor and leads 
the talented Bee Squad team that provides bee 
outreach to beekeepers and the public. As the 
outreach arm of the Bee Lab, the Bee Squad 
communicates the latest bee research to audiences 
that are passionate about helping bees. Bee Squad 
has expanded their programs to include innovative 
ways to not just help bees, but also help people. Now 

Bee Veterans, Bee Arts and projects that train others 
who might not have had access to beekeeping are 
part of the Bee Squad. Additionally, the Bee Squad 
has launched a national beekeeper citizen science 
project in an effort to fight the deadly mite 
pest, Varroa destructor. Learn more about bee 
research and the outreach mission of the Bee Squad 
at www.beesquad.umn.edu..  

Thursday, September 19 - 7 p.m.  
Panel Night - Question and Answer Session 

Thursday, October 17 - 7 p.m.   
Topic TBD, Dave Shenefield, 
Largest Indiana Beekeeper 

Thursday, November 21 - 6:30 p.m.  
Harvest Banquet with guest speaker 
Kim Flottum, editor of Bee Culture.  
Reservations required. 

Upcoming NEIBA Events 
All meetings will be held at Classic Café 

Anyone who wants to bring a sweet treat to one of the meetings is more than welcome! Your treat doesn’t 
have to be something made with honey, of course, but that’s always fun. If you plan to bring a treat, 
please coordinate with Heidi by calling 260-438-2510.

http://www.beesquad.umn.edu/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.beesquad.umn.edu/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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REGISTER TODAY AT WWW.HEARTLANDBEES.ORG 

http://www.heartlandbees.org/
http://www.heartlandbees.org/
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YOUR PLACE OR OURS, 
WHEN QUALITY & PRICE MATTER, 

CALL THE CATERING COMPANY WITH CLASS! 

SEATING FOR UP TO 450 GUESTS 
260-458-2982 WWW.CLASSICCAFEINC.COM 

NOW STOCKING BEEKEEPING 
SUPPLIES 

PATERSON DO-IT BEST 
880 S.R. 930 EAST 

NEW HAVEN IN 46774 
260-493-2111 

Apis Enterprises 
Bees • Equipment • Bottles • Labels • 

Honey Processing 

Now accepting package bee  
pre-orders for spring. 

Contact Chet for all your bottle 
and custom label needs.  

(260) 668-0950 

www.apisenterprises.biz

 

15402 Doty Rd, New Haven, IN 46774 
(260) 657-5461   www.mcfeeds.com 

We are located only 5 min from I-469 & Maysville Rd. 

Hives & Maintenance, 
Protective Apparel & Honey  

Production 

Follow Us On           #mcfeeds 

Beekeeping  
Supplies in Stock!  

We Rent Honey  
Extractors

40 medium honey supers 
with built frames  

and more for sale. 


Call David Dickes at (260) 515-5317


http://www.classiccafeinc.com
http://www.classiccafeinc.com
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Invite a New Beekeeper to join NEIBA. Share this newsletter and membership form 
with a friend and invite them to our next meeting!

Membership Form: Northeast Indiana Beekeeper’s Association

If you are renewing your membership and your information has not changed, just fill in your name.. 

Name ____________________________ 
Address __________________________ 
City _____________________________ 
State_______ Zip+4 __________ _____ 

Phone____________________________ 
Email ____________________________ 

Newsletter Delivery Preference:  
__Email __Paper __Both  

Please check one: 
__ I am renewing my membership 
__ I am a new member 

Dues are only $15 per year.  

Make all checks payable to NEIBA. 
  
Mail to: Dean Gerber, 1127 S 700 W-1, 
Bluffton, IN 46714

While doing a routine hive inspection, I noticed several queen cells. The bottom of the two cells  showed the 
chewing ring of a queen working her way out. Not wanting to waste a good queen, I carefully cut one cell out 
of the comb and headed back to the truck to get a spare queen cage.  

Just as I reached the truck I felt some movement in my hand looked to see the queen emerge out of her cell. 
She promptly went into a cage, and I realized that I was a 'dad'.  

Now that queen is in a nuc and has a bright future. After all these years of beekeeping, this was a truly 
rewarding moment!

Image by Emily Langlais from Pixabay

Long Live the Queen!  
BY MIKE MILLER
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Dean Gerber, Treasurer 
1127 S 700 W-1 
Bluffton, IN 46714

A first-year beekeeper e-mailed to say he was excited 
to see a new virgin queen in the act of emerging from 
her cell. But that was three whole days ago and still 
no eggs! He wanted to know if he should should 
replace her. 

My answer? Holy guacamole, give the woman a 
chance! These things take time. Newborn babes do 
not start mating and carrying on for at least a few 
days. 

As a matter of fact, according to M.E.A. McNeil 
in The Hive and the Honey Bee (2015), a new virgin 
queen does not become sexually mature for five to 
six days after emergence. A number of things need to 
happen before she is ready to fly. Like all insects, the 
outer layer of chitin covering her body must become 
hardened and thickened, a process that may take 
several days. In addition, her pheromones must 
develop so she will become attractive to flying 
drones. 

Once she is sexually mature, the workers escort her 
out the door on the first sunny afternoon in the 60s 
or above. She flies to one or more drone 
congregation areas where she will be pursued by 
hoards of drones. If all goes well, she will mate with 
a dozen or more, and then return to the hive, guided 
by workers waiting for her return. 

Sometimes, however, the number of matings from 
one flight is not sufficient and she must repeat the 
mating flight once, or even several times, until she 
has collected enough sperm to fill her oviducts. 

Once the oviducts are full, the sperm migrates from 
the oviducts into the spermatheca, the long-term 
storage place for sperm. This is accomplished by a 

series of abdominal contractions and may take up to 
40 hours. Any extra sperm is expelled from her body 
through the sting chamber and now the queen is 
ready to begin laying. 

Looking at the math, we can see that if everything 
went as fast as possible, the queen could begin to lay 
as early as 8 days after emergence: 

5 days maturing + 1 day mating + 2 days 
sperm storage = 8 days 

But that almost never happens. More typical  
would be: 

6 days maturing + 4 days mating + 2 days 
sperm storage = 12 days 

But toss in a week of rain and it might look like this: 

6 days maturing + 4 days mating + 7 days 
rain + 2 days sperm storage = 19 days 

In fact, many people believe 2 to 3 weeks (14 to 21 
days) is a good rough estimate of the hatch-to-lay 
timetable. 

All of these numbers assume that everything turns 
out right in the end: the queen didn’t get eaten by a 
bird, get caught in a rain storm, or remain hive-
bound so long that she became a drone layer. Any 
number of  things can easily go wrong. And that’s 
only part of the waiting game; once the first egg is 
laid, it will take three weeks for it to hatch. So be 
patient with your bees and think before you replace 
that new brand new queen. 

(Reprinted from honeybeesuite.com  
by permission of the author.)

When will a newly-emerged queen begin to lay? 
BY RUSTY BURLEW, HONEY BEE SUITE

http://honeybeesuite.com
http://honeybeesuite.com

