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NEIBA NEWS

At our June meeting, Dr. Rebecca Masterman of the University of Minnesota Bee 
Squad presented a very informative program about controlling the Varroa 
destructor mite, a major pest of both managed and wild honey bees. 

Masterman earned her Ph.D. in entomology under the direction of Dr. Marla Spivak 
studying honey bee hygienic behavior and neurobiology. Masterman now leads the 
talented Bee Squad, the outreach arm of the UMN Bee Lab. The Bee Squad has 
launched a national beekeeper citizen science project in an effort to fight the deadly 
Varroa mite.  

VARROA: PUBLIC ENEMY No. 1 
HOW TO FIGHT THE MITE

Q&A PANEL 
SEPTEMBER 19 
CLASSIC CAFÉ 

HARVEST BANQUET 
NOVEMBER 21 
CLASSIC CAFÉ 

COMMERCIAL KEEPER  
OCTOBER 17 

CLASSIC CAFÉ 

INDIANA STATE FAIR 
AUGUST 2-18 
INDIANAPOLIS

Continued on Page 3
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NEIBA Officers 2019 
President:  
Chris LaSalle 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 615-3647 
clasalle@orthone.com 

Vice President:  
Doug Cheek  
Auburn 
(260) 413-6337 
eyeslookingdown2000 
@gmail.com 

Secretary:  
Valorie Campbell  
Fort Wayne 
(260) 585-4409 
billvalcampbell@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:  
Dean Gerber 
Bluffton 
(260) 565-3773 
djgerber@adamswells.com 

Directors: 
Mike Miller 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 467-0640 
beeman41747@gmail.com 

James Ringswald 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 466-4999 
ringswald@aol.com 

Glenn Hile 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 485-5675 
hilreal@frontier.com 

Dave Myers 
Fort Wayne 
(260) 750-3673 
dmyers@utilitymc.com 

Newsletter Editor:  
John Paff 
Huntington 
(260) 414-5000 
john@tuliptreehoney.com

Wow. The summer has really 
flown by. Kids are starting school 
earlier and earlier.  

It looks like there will be a good 
honey harvest from most of my 
hives. When I have done some 
inspections, the top deep has 
been almost completely full of 
honey and the brood has moved 
into the lower deep. Not sure 
how much feeding I will do seeing how honey bound they 
look now. Goldenrod should be blooming soon which will add 
more honey.  

Now is the time to plan on containers for your honey. My 
supers are the larger ones (also called Illinois supers). They 
are 6 ¼ inch. For the past couple of years this has averaged 
about 0.32 gallons of honey per frame including what we 
extracted from the uncapping bucket.  

I have been very bad about testing for Varroa. As I start 
pulling supers that will be a priority with treatment to follow 
as necessary.  

This is an extra newsletter for the month of August. There is 
no meeting this month. The next meeting will be in 
September and will be a question and answer session. I would 
ask that you submit your questions to me via email so we can 
be more efficient and answer as many questions as possible.  

The club does have an extractor and uncapping bucket that is 
free to borrow but we ask that you return it clean. Contact 
Ted Braun at (260) 625-3477. 

I hope that you have had a wonderful and productive summer 
and look forward to seeing everyone in the fall.  

Chris LaSalle  
President

President’s Minute

Joe Hoover, Angola 	
Jeff  Mains, Columbia City 

Elisabeth Mains, Columbia City 

Karl Pulver, Fort Wayne   

Radar Smith, Berne	
 	

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!  

mailto:dmyers@utilitymc.com
mailto:dmyers@utilitymc.com
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“Managing Varroa destructor in your honey bee colonies requires vigilance, skill and a little bit of luck,” 
Masterman said. “The good news is that many groups, including the University of Minnesota Bee Lab and Bee 
Squad, are working hard to support beekeepers in this ongoing fight.” 

Masterman continued by sharing some of her favorite online resources for battling mites.  

Honey Bee Health Coalition  
Honey Bee Health Coalition's Varroa information includes both detailed information about Varroa 
management options as well as a decision making tool that will help you decide if and how to manage your 
mites. https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa  

MiteCheck  
The Bee Squad along with multiple partners formed MiteCheck. MiteCheck is an app and online platform. 
Beekeepers can use the app to monitor their Varroa and report their data to be visualized on a national 
level. www.mitecheck.com 

University of Minnesota Bee Lab 
UMN’s “Finding Common Ground” webinar series is being developed for beekeepers to learn about the details 
of why and how to manage Varroa in your hives.   
https://www.beelab.umn.edu/bee-squad/bee-squad-programs/plant-seeds-help-bees  

The Bee Lab YouTube channel has management information as well as detailed varroa monitoring 
information  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVfueaRfmJHXh909GXT4dLg/videos 

UMN Bee Lab also has general information about keeping bees on our website.   
https://www.beelab.umn.edu/resources-beekeepers/free-bee-information 

Keep Bees Alive 
Need more information about why Varroa management is important during this honey bee health crisis? 
Visit www.keepbeesalive.org for additional webinars.

Fighting Varroa Mites continued from Page 1

https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa
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Organic Acid Treatments for Varroa Mites 
UNDERSTANDING THE OPTIONS: OXALIC ACID AND FORMIC ACID 

During her presentation in May, Dr. Becky 
Masterman said that, of the many mite treatments 
available on the market, she only recommends 
using organic acids — either formic acid or oxalic 
acid. Both organic acids are corrosive and 
dangerous. Protective equipment must be used 
when applying these treatments.  

Oxalic acid has been used in Europe by beekeepers 
for over 20 years and has recently been approved 
for use in the United States.  

Oxalic acid is applied to hives 
during low-brood periods either by 
dribbling a solution directly onto 
the bees, or by vaporizing acid 
crystals using a special heated tool. 
Oxalic acid can achieve mite 
reductions up to 90%. When 
properly applied, there is low risk 
of contaminating honey.  

Masterman reported that she has experienced good 
success with the oxalic acid dribble method, even 
during cold Minnesota winters.  

Formic acid is another organic acid approved for 
use in the United States. Formic acid is naturally 
found in honey, so if absolutely necessary, this 
treatment may be used when honey supers are still 
in place on the hive. 

Formic acid treatments are subject to temperature 
limits. Too cool, and the vapors will not disperse to 
fumigate the hive. Too warm, and you could kill 
your queen and larvae. Only apply formic acid 

between 50°F and 85°F  

Mite-Away Quick Strips (MAQS) 
and Formic Pro are two 
commercial formic-acid 
treatments. Always use such 
products in accordance with label 
instructions.  

Additional detailed information is 
available in Honey Bee Diseases & 

Pests: A companion to Beekeeping in Northern 
Climates available from the UMN Bee Lab at 
https://www.beelab.umn.edu/bee-squad/
education/beekeeping-manuals. 
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Q. What is the West Seattle Bee Garden? 

The West Seattle Bee Garden is an educational 
space in the High Point Neighborhood of West 
Seattle, and part of the Commons Park P-Patch.  

Visitors can view active hives through the plexiglass 
walls of our bee enclosure. Signs posted throughout 
the garden explain all about honeybees and 
pollination. The garden is open to self-guided tours 
at any time during park hours. Plus, we offer field 
trips and scheduled programs presented by skilled 
beekeepers. 

Q. How did the idea for the West Seattle Bee 
Garden get started? 

This is a pretty cheesy story. After watching the 
documentary "Vanishing of the Bees,” I signed up 
for a beekeeping class. At the time, I was living in a 
townhouse in the High Point neighborhood of West 
Seattle and didn't have room for a hive, so asked 
about keeping a hive in our local park (and was 

originally told no). My beekeeping teacher then told 
me that Bradner Gardens Park had created an 
enclosure with educational signs and a viewing 
window. I thought that was a great idea. If you're 
going to keep bees in a public space, why not make 
it educational and something everyone can 
experience?  

It was an idea that was too good to refuse. My guest 
post on the West Seattle Blog received 100 
responses within 10 days from all sorts of people 
willing to help — including an underwriter who was 
able to convince the insurance agent for the High 
Point community into saying yes to the bee 
enclosure.  

All of the right volunteers came forward at the right 
times — architects, graphic designers, my 
beekeeping mentor, landscape architects, teachers, 
builders, carpenters, and local residents eager to 
help. It was an incredible community experience. 

Exploring the West Seattle Bee Garden 
Q&A WITH LAUREN ENGLUND 

Traveling to the Pacific Northwest soon? Consider a visit to the West Seattle Bee Garden. Since 2013, the 
outdoor education center has safely introduced thousands of city residents to our favorite pollinator. 

Continued on Page 8
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YOUR PLACE OR OURS, 
WHEN QUALITY & PRICE MATTER, 

CALL THE CATERING COMPANY WITH CLASS! 

SEATING FOR UP TO 450 GUESTS 
260-458-2982 WWW.CLASSICCAFEINC.COM 

NOW STOCKING BEEKEEPING 
SUPPLIES 

PATERSON DO-IT BEST 
880 S.R. 930 EAST 

NEW HAVEN IN 46774 
260-493-2111 

Apis Enterprises 
Bees • Equipment • Bottles • Labels • 

Honey Processing 

Now accepting package bee  
pre-orders for spring. 

Contact Chet for all your bottle 
and custom label needs.  

(260) 668-0950 

www.apisenterprises.biz

 

15402 Doty Rd, New Haven, IN 46774 
(260) 657-5461   www.mcfeeds.com 

We are located only 5 min from I-469 & Maysville Rd. 

Hives & Maintenance, 
Protective Apparel & Honey  

Production 

Follow Us On           #mcfeeds 

Beekeeping  
Supplies in Stock!  

We Rent Honey  
Extractors

40 medium honey supers 
with built frames  

and more for sale. 


Call David Dickes at (260) 515-5317


http://www.classiccafeinc.com
http://www.classiccafeinc.com
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Invite a New Beekeeper to join NEIBA. Share this newsletter and membership form 
with a friend and invite them to our next meeting!

Membership Form: Northeast Indiana Beekeeper’s Association

If you are renewing your membership and your information has not changed, just fill in your name.. 

Name ____________________________ 
Address __________________________ 
City _____________________________ 
State_______ Zip+4 __________ _____ 

Phone____________________________ 
Email ____________________________ 

Newsletter Delivery Preference:  
__Email __Paper __Both  

Please check one: 
__ I am renewing my membership 
__ I am a new member 

Dues are only $15 per year.  

Make all checks payable to NEIBA. 
  
Mail to: Dean Gerber, 1127 S 700 W-1, 
Bluffton, IN 46714

August  
No NEIBA meeting 

Thursday, September 19 - 7 p.m.  
Panel Night - Question and Answer Session 

Thursday, October 17 - 7 p.m.   
Topic TBD, Dave Shenefield, 
Largest Indiana Beekeeper 

Thursday, November 21 - 6:30 p.m.  
Harvest Banquet with guest speaker 
Kent Willams, commercial beekeeper 
Reservations required.  

October 25-26, 2019  
Beekeepers of Indiana Fall Conference 
The 2019 state conference will be held October 
25-26 at the historic French Lick Springs Hotel. 
Randy Oliver of ScientificBeekeeping.com will be 
the keynote speaker. In addition, the conference 
will feature hands-on workshops about making 
packages, catching swarms, creamed honey, bee 
anatomy, and beekeeping neighborliness. There 
will also be a honey show. Complete registration 
details, updated agenda, and directions to the 
hotel are available at indianabeekeeper.com 

Upcoming NEIBA Events 
All meetings will be held at Classic Café 

http://ScientificBeekeeping.com
http://indianabeekeeper.com
http://ScientificBeekeeping.com
http://indianabeekeeper.com
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Dean Gerber, Treasurer 
1127 S 700 W-1 
Bluffton, IN 46714

Q. Who created the enclosure? 

My friend Josh Chambers is an architect and he led 
both the design and build of the enclosure. A 
landscape architect who lived in High Point worked 
closely with Josh to design the gardens. Our BCRA 
graphic design team created the educational signs, 
which are written in Somali, Khmer, Vietnamese and 
English. High Point has a large refuge population, and 
it was important that everyone in the community feel 
included and welcome to come learn about bees. 

We had at least 100 volunteers for the initial build and 
construction. We hosted work parties on Saturdays 
and Sundays every week for about 10 weeks prior to 
the garden opening at the first West Seattle Bee 
Festival on May 19, 2013. 

Q. Where did the funding come from? 

Our primary funding was via a Small and Simple 
matching grant through the Seattle Department of 
Neighborhoods. Our original grant was for $20,000, 
and we received another $18,000 grant one year later. 
We also received a few other small grants, as well as 
funding from two crowdfunding campaigns. We 
receive $1,000 per year for maintenance from the High 
Point Neighborhood, and have been beneficiaries of 
the West Seattle Garden Tour twice (with another 
application currently pending).  

Q. Where neighbors worried at first? How did 
you win them over?  

Yes, there were were a few concerned residents in High 
Point who expressed concerns. We hosted community 
meetings, allowing people to come and ask questions, 
and met with some folks individually. In general, once 
we talked to people and answered their questions, they 
felt better and were ok with the bee enclosure. In 

general, the support for the bee enclosure was 
overwhelmingly positive. 

Q. Since initial opening, what has been the 
reaction of the local community? 

Everyone has been very supportive and grateful.  
The garden is highly utilized.  

It has been difficult to get residents to volunteer as 
much as we originally hoped — but people are busy, 
and I understand. Plus, beekeeping is a very 
specialized skill. 

Q. What’s your advice for other communities 
considering a project like this? 

The best advice I received in the beginning was to 
create a proposal that was too good to refuse. The 
general public is very supportive of bees — especially 
since they've received so much media attention.  

Creating community support, and showing precedents 
like the West Seattle Bee Garden as an example 
(among others) is a great way to get the powers that be 
to say yes.  

To my knowledge there are at least five P-Patches in 
Seattle that have hives in public/urban spaces. After 
six years of hosting field trips at the West Seattle Bee 
Garden, there has not been one incident of a 
participant being stung, and there have not been any 
major incidents with the ongoing visitors at the 
garden.

Continued from Page 5


