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NORTHEAST INDIANA BEEKEEPERS ASSN 

 

                                    

May 9 we finally had bee school with 11 beekeepers attending and three instructors. We had a great 

day despite social distancing. A great amount of information was provided during the new power 

point presentation. Everyone left with their beekeeping knowledge greatly enhanced. The Classic 

Cafe served a super good lunch to us. Winner of the raffle Nuc is Dave Simmerman. Pictures on page 

6 

June meeting will be on the 18th at Classic Café, 7:00 PM. Trunk sale at 6:30. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

Much “thanks” should be given to several people for making the Field Day event success-

ful. Putting everything together, organizing, bring in bees, planning, setting up, tearing 

down, serving, providing food, supplies and a building, takes much effort to make it hap-

pen! 

 Those who should be recognized: 

James Wheeler family, Byron Funnell, and workers at Buskirk Engineering to provide the 

place. 

James Ringswald and family for planning, organizing and running the show. 

Terry Clancy and staff for lunch catering. 

Duane & Tony Rekeweg for providing the bees and Beginner’s bee class. 

Dean Gerber for registrations and behind the scenes efforts.  

Pictures on page 6 
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Itinerary for the rest of 2020: 

May is Field Day at Buskirk Engineering, May 30th. James Ringswald,  

November 19th – Banquet at Classic Café.  Guest speaker from  

 

 

 

 

WORTH READING: 

* * * * * * * *  

 ITINERARY FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2020 

June 18 – Extracting and Wax prep 

 Hive butler – Duane setting up 

 Tony for wax 
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From the desk of the president 

 Chris LaSalle 

The Field day last month was a huge success.   We had a great turnout 

and it was really wonderful to meet in person.  Many thanks to James 

Ringswald and James Wheeler.  Thanks also to Terry for a great meal.  

We had some very informative talks and it was a great learning experi-

ence.   

We still plan on having our June meeting at the Classic Café.  I do ask 

that everyone please bring a mask and do their best a social distanc-

ing.  We do still plan to have a “parking lot sale” 30 minutes prior to 

the meeting.  Bring whatever you wish to sell to other members.   

In the last newsletter I talked about a laying worker in one of my hives.  

When I went through the hive a couple of weeks later, all I saw was 

drone comb.  My solution, which was confirmed at field day, was to 

put a colony on top of the laying worker hive.  I started a nuc from a 

swarm cell.  Once the queen emerged and was laying, I marked her 

(blue for this year’s color) and put the nuc in a standard hive body.  

Then a couple of days later in the evening, I placed this deep on top of 

the hive with the laying worker separated by newspaper.  I did have an 

upper entrance for the top box.  About a week later, I checked the 

hive.  The newspaper had not been touched) meaning the hives were 

still separated.  I checked the lower box and found a queen!  I marked 

her green (last year’s color) and separated the hives.  I plan to check 

the hive in another week to see if I have a drone layer (or a queen that 

has run out of sperm).  The reason I thought I had a laying worker (or 

multiple laying workers as is usually the case) was the inconsistent lay-

ing pattern and multiple eggs in a cell.  I think what may have hap-

pened is a virgin queen (mated or not) found her way into this laying 

worker hive.  I have heard of this happening to another beekeeper in 

England who raises queens.   He found a virgin that made her way into 

his finishing hive and promptly destroyed all of his queen cells.  He was 

confident that he did not have an early emerged queen.  I can find just 

about anything on the internet.    I now have one hive on top of the 

other.  I felt no hurry and will see how this plays out.  I can always 

combine the 2 hives if this queen does not work out.  I am slowly 

learning patience.  Give the bees time to figure out what they need.  I 

will complete this saga in the next newsletter so stay tuned.  See you 

in June. 

Chris LaSalle 
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Interesting Facts: 

Coming from the honeycomb of the honeybee, beeswax is a completely all natural substance straight 

from Mother Nature. Honeybees consume honey and pollen to produce the wax. It takes about eight 

pounds of honey to produce just one pound of beeswax. 

Unlike candles made from other wax, beeswax candles burn brighter and cleaner as they emit negative 

ions that are known to help purify the air. Beeswax also smells great when burned without any added 

chemicals or scents, as it’s naturally aromatic from the honey and flower nectar that’s found in the hon-

eycomb. 

Beeswax contains a natural, powerful protective substance called propolis, which shields beeswax from 

ever going bad. Made by the bees by combining tree resin with wax flakes and pollen, propolis is used to 

used fix and strengthen the beehive while protecting the hive with an antiseptic barrier – the name 

propolis comes from the Greek meaning “defense of the city.” These protective qualities are so effective 

that unspoiled beeswax has even been found in ancient tombs 

 

Beeswax has been used throughout history as a sealant and waterproofing agent for items like belts, 

tents and shoes. By rubbing beeswax onto a surface like leather or canvas then heating it, the wax seeps 

into the materials’ fibers and blocks water from passing through. 

 

 If you have not renewed your membership for 2020, it is not too late to be a member and receive the ben-

efits of membership. Dues are only $15.00. 

Invite a New Beekeeper to join NEIBA. Share this newsletter and membership form with a friend and in-

vite them to our next meeting! 

 

                   

 

     

  

 

Membership Form: Northeast Indiana Beekeeper’s Association 
If you are renewing your membership and your information has not changed, just fill in your name. Please check one: 

Name ____________________________          Please check one: 

Address __________________________  __ I am renewing membership 

City _____________________________  __ I am a new member 

 State_______ Zip+4__________ _____ 

Phone____________________________  Dues are only $15 per year. 

Email ____________________________  Make checks payable to NEIBA. 

 

Newsletter Delivery Preference:    Mail to: Dean Gerber, 2585 SW Church Rd. 

__Email __Paper __Both     Bluffton, IN 46714 
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  Buskirk Engineering 

Store hours 8 AM – 5 PM 

Monday thru Friday 

By Appointment on Saturday 

7721 E900 N 

Honey and  Ossian, IN 46777     

Beekeeping supplies 

Take St. Rd. 1 to 900 N in Ossian and go 4.25 miles east.  The store is 

on the south side of the road. 
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Notes from the May 30th Field Day 

Thanks go out to James Ringswald for all his work in insuring that we had a successful field day.  Thanks also to 

James Wheeler, Wheeler’s Bees, his wife and children for their help and for hosting us at the Buskirk Engineering 

Facility. New Haven Bakery for the free coffee and donuts, and The Classic Café for catering lunch. 

Thanks also go out to Duane Rekeweg, Tony Rekeweg, David Hocutt, Steve Deal, Garry Reeves, Mike Bentz, Chris 

LaSalle and Dean Gerber. 

The beginner’s bee class was available all day for those wishing to participate.  Duane Rekeweg hosted the class 

room portion. Duane Rekeweg and Tony hosted the hive demonstrations, mite inspections, and splits. 

Speakers were available during the day both morning and afternoon. 

David Hocutt, Cert EAS Master Beekeeper gave a very informative talk on the biology of the honey bee.  Some of 

the interesting facts that he touched on: A bee’s antenna can feel, hear, and smell.  Bees have an antenna cleaner 

on their front legs.  Bees have no lungs.  They have an open breathing system.  There are 9 different glands each 

having its own purpose.  A bee’s wing speed is 200 times per second wing speed. The more bee glue in the hive 

the healthier the hive is.   For correct and reliable information David suggests using the Honeybee health coalition 

web site. 

Steve Deal gave a presentation on catching swarms and swarm traps.  He made suggestions on what to ask when 

someone calls with a bee swarm at their home or business.  He also suggested that a picture be sent to confirm 

that the swarm is made up of honey bees and not wasp or hornets.  Steve also gave a list of equipment to take 

with you when collecting a swarm. 

Garry Reeves, Vice President of Indiana Queen Breeder’s Association and a member of Heartland Bee Keepers, 

spoke about the importance of having an emergency nuc available for queen replacement.  Emergency nucs can 

also be used for dead outs or to sell.  When picking a queen cell to raise, choose a queen cell that is up higher on 

the frame with a lot of capped brood around it because heat rises. Signs of a healthy queen cell should be well 

formed and hanging vertically.  Queen cells look like a peanut shell and are usually found on brood frames located 

high in the brood box.  Garry also encouraged beekeepers to use an alcohol bath to check for mites over a sugar 

shake. 

“Doc” Mike Bentz, Indiana Queen Breeder’s Association, spoke about queen rearing techniques.  Mike went 

through the process of grafting larva into queen cups.  He showed us what equipment he uses for the grafting 

portion of raising queens and the equipment that he uses to get the nucs ready to receive the queen cups.  He 

also explained that a ripe queen cell is 14 days old. 

James Wheeler used a frame with brood and larva during the hands on queen grafting workshop.  Attendees 

where given the chance to try their hand at harvesting and placing larva into queen cups.   

Teri FullerObrien was this year’s hive smoker winner. 
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Pictures from Field Day in May 

      

Pictures taken from the BEE SCHOOL offered for the begin-

ners into beekeeping.  Continued from page 1 


