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What’s new this Month! 

June meeting 17th. Dave Hocutt to speak to us on bee biology 

From the President’s Desk on Page 2 

Minutes from May Field Day page 3 

Welcome new members page, 3 

State fair info page 4 

Field Day articles pages 3 & 6 

Obituaries page, 7 
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   NEIBA Officers 2020  
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Chris LaSalle 

Fort Wayne 

260-615-3647 

clasalle@orthone.com 

 

Vice President: 

Mike Miller 

Fort Wayne 

260-467-0640 

 

Secretary: 

Valorie Campbell 

Fort Wayne 

260-585-4409 

Billvallcampbell@yahoo.com 
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Dean Gerber 

Bluffton 

260-565-3773 

Djgerber@Adamswells.com 

 

Directors: 

John Greenlee 

Fort Wayne 

greenlee1630@gmail.com 

 

James Ringswald 

Fort Wayne 

260-466-4999 

Ringswald@aol.com 

 

Glenn Hile 

Fort Wayne 

260-485-5675 

hilreal@frontier.com 

 

Don McEvoy,    

Ft. Wayne  

dvmcsa@gmail.com 
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David McKinley 

Spencerville 

260-760-2720 

Mckinleydavid27@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

 

From the desk of the president  
 Dr. Chris LaSalle  

   

We had an incredible Field Day last month.  I hope all that 

were in attendance had a great time as well.  We had a lesson 

on swarm catching and even had a live swarm to catch.  How 

is that for a live demonstration!  I am amazed that James W. 

and James R. were able to pull that one off.  Everything went 

as smoothly as we could have hoped.  I was very appreciative 

of our speakers and was able to learn a lot.   

My nucs did not do very well however.  I was so happy to 

start them in early May with multiple queen cells in each.  

Unfortunately, we had all of that cold weather in the 30’s and 

my queens did not get mated.  So back to the drawing board.  

We can plan on everything except the weather.  I had only 2 

of 7 become successful and get a laying queen.   Swarms have 

done better that the nucs.  I was able to capture 4 swarms 

this year and replenish my winter losses.   

June will be our last meeting until September.  We will be 

having a trunk sale prior to the meeting.  If you are interested 

in buying or selling, show up a little early.  At our next meet-

ing we have Dave Hocutt to speak to us on bee biology.  I 

heard Dave speak at the last field day and he was wonderful 

to listen to.  This is one meeting that you will not want to 

miss.   

I hope that your bees are flying and doing well as the nectar 

flow is on.  Do not neglect to check for mites.  I know I sound 

like a broken record.  Now is the time to get ahead of it in-

stead of playing catchup in August and September when the 

mite counts are the highest.   

See you at the meeting. 

Chris 

 

 

mailto:Billvallcampbell@yahoo.com
mailto:Djgerber@Adamswells.com
mailto:Ringswald@aol.com
mailto:hilreal@frontier.com
mailto:dvmcsa@gmail.com
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Secretaries Report by Valorie Campbell    

           More than 22,000 attdended the annua 

             

                

 

 

   

 

 

 WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Tom and Amy Buchs   Angola 

James Hoffman    Fort Wayne 

Kai Gragg    Marion 

Dan Froili    South Whitley 

Allan Renken    Bluffton 

Brenda Emerick    Freemont   

Jerry Welch         Pennville   

Ashley Groeller            Columbia 

Field Day Notes 2021 

A tremendous thank you to James Ringswald for the set up and ac-

tivities for the day.  A second tremendous thank you to James 

Wheeler and his family for allowing the use of their facility.   

Jerry Hayes, editor of Bee Culture magazine and Barb Bloetscher, 

Ohio presented very informative information about bee nutrition 

and swarms.  They also held a question and answer session with 

door prizes given to those participants that stumped the couple 

with questions they couldn’t answer. 

Duane Releweg. Tony Rekeweg, Jerry Hayes, Barb Bloetscher, and 

Dean Gerber headed up the live hive demonstrations.   Dave 

McComb, and the Wheeler Team headed up the indoor workshops. 

Winner of the raffle for the deep hive that Dale Hammon made and 

donated was Caleb Mallory of Montpelier, Ohio.  Caleb entered 

during the Home and Garden Show.  

 

A big THANK YOU for all of our 

members who arranged the Field day 

last month.  The speakers were great 

and in all a very informative day with the 

speakers knowledge and presentations.  

Let us not forget the hands on experi-

ence and demonstrations in the apiary.  

 

In the apiary all kinds of things were 

happening from a swarm gathering and 

capture to hive inspections and every-

thing involved with total care of the hive 

and bees.  

There were hands on activities inside for 

those who wanted to learn the art of 

queen grafting along with other neat 

things to do.  It was a day of choosing 

what you wanted to participate in be-

cause you would not be a spectator but 

a hands on, involved, learning or teach-

ing part of the day. 

I heard the talk of some of the members 

present that you needed to go to the an-

nual Field Day every year because there 

are so many things to choose from and 

you can’t see them all in one year.  

It sounded like we will see each other 

again next year and try and absorb some 

of the great information presented at 

the FIELD DAY. 
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I’m still looking to fill some day at the state fair this year.  I have included 

you in this email because your name was listed as the point of contact for your local club in our 

newsletter.  If you are the incorrect person to contact for your local club could you please forward 

this to who is the correct point of contact? 

I still have a few days available for local clubs to sign up for and would like to fill them.  The State 

Fair will open on July 30th this year.  The fair will be closed on Mondays and Tuesdays.  In year past 

the fair lasted 17day but with the early start and the days closed the fair will be open for 18 days 

this year.  We will be manning the booth with less people this year and the hours of the fair has 

been changed.  Open at 9am each day and our building will close at 8pm.   I would still suggest clubs 

plan on two shifts.  There will not be stage presentations this year so you will not need to plan one. 

The dates that remain available are July 30th, August 6th, 12th, 13th and 21st.  If your club would like 

to claim any of the open date please let me know.  I would love all the local clubs to be involved and 

earn their club some of the profits.  Let me know if your club would like a date. 

Robert Duffy, TBoI State Fair Committee Chairman 

Beekeeperin@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Membership Form: Northeast Indiana Beekeeper’s Association 

If you are renewing your membership and your information has not changed, just fill in your name.. 

 

 
 
 

.. 

 

 Name ____________________________ 

Address __________________________ 

City _____________________________ 

State_______ Zip+4 __________ _____ 

Phone____________________________ 

Email ____________________________ 

Newsletter Delivery Preference:  

__Email __Paper __Both 

 

 Please check one: 
__ I am renewing my membership 
__ I am a new member 
 
Dues are only $15 per year.  
 
Make all checks payable to NEIBA. 

  

Mail to: Dean Gerber, 2585 SW Church 
Rd. Bluffton, IN 46714 
 

mailto:Beekeeperin@aol.com
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Please help support our 

Advertising companies! 
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A BIG THANK YOU 
A big “Thank You” for those who made the Field Day a great success! 

God provided great weather. 

James Ringswald (organized & set up the event). 

James Wheeler family (hosted the event). 

Speakers: Jerry Hayse & Barb Bloetscher, obtained by Duane Rekeweg. 

Duane & Tony Rekeweg (outside beehive demonstrations). 

Classic Café (delicious catered lunch). 

Those who conducted the workshops, helped with serving and clean up. 

James Ringswald won the nuc at Field Day. 

This single hive was donated by Dale Hamman of Edon, OH.  The raffle brought in $402 to the club “Thanks” to 

Dale Hammond for his donation!  The winner of the hive box was Caleb Mallory of Montpelier, Ohio who entered 

at the Home and Garden show. 

  

   Rebeca Brown and children Leah, Elliot and Jeremy who were some of the many attendees 

of all ages at the Field day 2021. 

                

2021 Field day was not only awesome but we were given the best of everything.  The weather was a gift of God 

and the speakers, Jerry Hayse & Barb Bloetscher, were the best of the best and could talk to the beginner bee-

keeper as well as the most experienced, from 2 hives to several thousand hives.  The attendance of the day was 

exceptional and they were not disappointed with the field demonstrations and an extra that was and could not 

have been planned, a swarm gathering and capture.  To say thanks to everyone who had a part in the most suc-

cessful day is not only so far short of the appreciation we have for them but we do greatly appreciate the effort 

you all put into making the day so great!   

THANK YOU 
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Isn’t nature great and as mysteriously we are still trying to figure her out?  The winter of 2019-2020 was a winter 

where the loss of hives was light and the swarming was also light in the spring of 2020.  The winter of 2020-2021 

was colder and the hive loss was considerably larger than the year before and the swarming seems to be much 

larger with people reporting record swarm captures.  Beekeepers who have never before captured a swarm are 

now capturing these free new colonies.  Isn’t beekeeping fun? 

With the loss of hives from last winter, I am finding that the pulled comb from those hives are coming in helpful 

when I place a swarm into their new hive.  The pulled comb gives the queen a chance to start her egg laying 

sooner because she does not have to wait for the workers to pull new comb.  This also will give the bees a chance 

to produce more honey because for every pound of comb they produce, it takes about 10 to 12 pounds of honey.  

I have heard it said, “Pulled comb is gold”. 

 

While we are enjoying the little ladies and studying their behavior and how to increase their health and ability to 

gather more honey for us, we too often forget that we were at some time, a new beekeeper ourselves.  There are 

a number of new members and they all need someone to help them with the many questions they have and all 

the questions they don’t even know they have.  Even if you have been keeping bees for only 3 or 4 years or more, 

you will have no better feeling than to answer a question for a new member, which will also start a beautiful 

friendship.  

 

 

* * * * * * * * 

We announce each newsletter the new members that have joined our membership and we welcome them with 

our friendship and love for the bees.  We also have members that have not only been the backbone of our associ-

ation but have been the mentors, friends, and hard workers in our association that has made us one of the best 

bee groups in the state. We are going to add to the information we have in the newsletter not only the new mem-

bers but also the names of the members that have left our membership due to death.  Please help me, the editor, 

with the names of those members who have died that I may have an up to date, informative list of these mem-

bers.  Thank you all for your help. 

 

Larry D. Baird of Hicksville, Ohio.  January 2, 1942 – April 30, 2021. Longtime member and was a mentor to others. 
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After a hot week, it looks like some cooler weather is in order here in Raleigh.   The honey flow is about over.  I 

see bees wandering in and out of my shed -- an indication that they are hungry.  My bees have drawn a lot of new 

foundation without feeding sugar water.  But I still face getting about 25 medium supers with 10 frames each still 

to be drawn.  That will required feeding -- but I am not exactly sure right now when I want to start.  As long as 

honey is coming into my hives, I will hold off.   I have been raising some queens for my increases.  This is some-

thing I will write about when I get to it. 

I am still building hive equipment and making up new hives.  I will have some articles on how I am increasing my 

bees by one hive a week until all my deep honey supers, bottom boards, top covers etc. are filled.  I build most of 

my equipment except hive bodies and frames. 

While I mention building equipment, I received my new Mann Lake Spring issue.    It is getting downright expen-

sive to buy equipment!  I can remember buying commercial grade deep honey supers for $4.00 each.   It pays to 

paint your equipment.   

Till next week! 

Dana 

 


